
With so many new features 
this quarterly newsletter is 
four pages, with the inside 
pages giving you a lot more 
detail about the exciting new 
features we are releasing. 
 
This latest release, 6.0, will 
be issued via our reseller 
network in April. 

SQL — any Datafile data-
base file linked to Microsoft 
SQL server and/or mySql for 
web servers. 
 
CRM — not just for custom-
ers, but in fact any data sets 
in Datafile e.g. suppliers, 
employees, orders, jobs.  
The first level of our CRM 
integration is free, YES 
FREE, to new and existing 
customers on a current gold 
contract.  

There will be additional CRM 
modules that will further 
enhance our offering in this 
area. 

See pages 2/3 for more  
detailed information. 

 

Major Release 6.0 for April 2008 

Gold contract prices and updates 

We have implemented a 
new annual update pricing 
structure for 2008, the first 
change in pricing for four 
years. This is also timed with 
more regular updates.   
Major new features will be 
available on a much more 
regular basis, with 2008 
expected to see at least four 
major updates. 

Datafile updates are still less 
expensive than comparative 
competitors for maintenance 
and program updates in the 
accounting software market. 

Our new CRM features will 
appeal to many users, and 
the first level of this is FREE 
to existing users who are on 
an annual update contract. 

As well as major updates 
there are always many new 
general improvements to the  
software, many as a result of 
user feedback. 
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Welcome 
 

Welcome to our first  
quarterly newsletter for 
2008 for users of Datafile 
Software systems. 

2008 is a an important year 
for Datafile Software with 
many improvements to the 
software, including many 
major new features. 

These developments will 
be supported by more 
regular releases of the 
software throughout the 
year. 

Please take time to read 
this newsletter as I am 
confident that there will be 
features that will be of 
benefit to your business. 
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Managing Director 
Datafile Software Ltd 

Ps .. Don’t miss our Top 
10 tips for Datafile — see 
page 4 

Contact Details 

Telephone 
0845 643 2766 

Facsimile 
0845 643 2624 

Email 
office@datafile.co.uk 

Website 
www.datafile.co.uk 

Postal 

Datafile Software Ltd 
5 Priory Mews 
Monks Ferry 
Birkenhead 
Wirral 
CH41 5AZ 
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A reminder of the main 5.9 
features released in Dec 
2007 are: 

· 320 data items (doubled) 
· 4096 byte max record size 

(doubled) 
· Alt-L Notes, Scans, Label 

print, Clipboard+, switch 
between orders and their 
accounts 

· Table descriptions as item 
· New ALL buttons in lists 
· Sales, Purchase accounts 

maintenance supporting 
multiple lookups 

· Sales, Purchase nominal 
analysis totals only option 

· Purchase transaction 
checks against a lookup 
database 

· SOP/POP documents now 
have extra email options 

· Cash Book bank recon-
ciliation improvements 

· Cash Book receipt posting 
improved search features 

· Reverse VAT support 
· ProFiler UDR can now 

print at 90/180/270 degree 
angles 

· ProFiler hard copy print to 
email. 
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Spring 2008 
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Updated payroll programs 
were shipped at the start of 
this month to all our resellers 
for yourselves. 
 
As well as changes to the 
tax tables, NI bands, and 
automatic updates to tax 
codes, there are updated 
formats for the end of year 
documents. 
 
Online filing is mandatory for 
companies with 50 or more 
employees.  Companies with 
less than 50 employees will 
also have to file online by 
2009/2010 but there are tax 
free incentives to do this 
earlier. 
 
This years payroll program 
also includes the ability to 
update the tax table changes 
that come into effect in late 
May directly from our  
website.  
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SQL database files from Datafile 

Our new SQL module allows any Datafile database 
file to be mirrored to SQL, either Microsoft SQL 
server, or mySql for websites. 

This is ideal for anyone who needs access to their 
accounts data in other applications such as third 
party programs, your own applications, reporting 
systems, or full blown CRM systems on Microsoft 
SQL servers. 

Our mySql support allows data to be accessible 
virtually real-time for your web sites. 

New Alt-L Ledger Enquiries with CRM 

Our new Alt-L Ledger Enquiries features many 
new and exciting features and display enhance-
ments. These include: 

· Swap between accounts and applications, no 
need to exit and come back in again. Simply click 
the application on the left menu. It will also  
remember the last accounts used 

· History of recently accessed records 

· New 20 line main record display (from 16) 

· Graphs for essential data 

· Notes, Scans, Labels, Clipboard options 

There is so much useful data held in your account-
ing systems that have always been available via 
the Alt-L hotkey. These are now being enhanced to 
be a complete record management for customers, 
suppliers, employees, in fact any of applications in 
your Datafile system. 

Emails can be sent and stored, replies can also be 
saved here by our add-in routines to MS Outlook.  

Transaction data also has new filter options to help 
you find the data you need. 

Full details of all of these new features will be in 
our product release manual. 

This is a major development for Datafile, its users 
and resellers, and means that the doors are truly 
open for your Datafile data. 

 

 

 



Interactive debtor control 
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New 20 line screen designs 

Most maintenance screens 
in Datafile have always 
been 16 lines. Older users 
will probably understand 
that extra requirements 
have left many screens 
looking a bit cramped to 
say the least.   

Now all screens can  
support 20 lines. 

The debtor control feature that is now standard in 
Datafile has improved access to information held in 
the Alt-L enquiries, making this an even more pow-
erful tool for such an important procedure. 

Request our FREE Top 10 Tips Guide and read 
our notes about how best to use this feature, and 
how the YELLOW letter and RED letter system we 
have seen implemented with great success. 

Fewer lockouts in Datafile 

No doubt Datafile users have 
had the “CANNOT LOCK 
OUT FILES” for certain ac-
tions. Now we have reduced 
greatly the times that this will 
occur.  Also when locking 
does fail you can now see 
exactly which userid’s are 
clashing with the action.  

There is also a retry option. 

Faster bank reconciliation 

New pointers have been 
introduced for the bank rec-
onciliation routine to make it 
load faster. 

This follows other recent 
changes to allow a bank rec 
to be saved and reloaded, 
insert new transactions, and 
forced entry of the closing 
balance. 

Sales Order Processing features 

Being the most flexible of the Datafile applications 
there are always new features here, such as: 

· New add order feature with ability to save as A-
active, Q-quote, or abandon — Ideal for telesales 

· Negative settlement (credit charge) discounts 
including tax 

· Forced input of analysis codes 
· Default stock location on order header 
· Improved error messages  
· Save order processing documents for recall on 

the alt-L ledger enquiries by order 

Some other bits’n’bobs 

Most applications generally have new features in-
troduced each year, many as a result of feedback 
from our users. Some of the features of this nature 
in this release are:  
 

· Purchase — forced input of Supplier reference 
· Sales / Purchase — forced input of all user items 
· Nominal — change period no of a journal 
· ProFiler — scanning documents 
· Desktop Databases— re-sequence order  
· Two statement layouts for Compact users 

There is much more to come... 

We said at the end of last year that 2008 will we a 
big year for new product development in Datafile. 
We hope that this first release demonstrates this 
commitment.  

The other big developments for 2008 will centre 
upon our CRM features with additional tools and 
features.  

There will be also more integration with Microsoft 
Office products, particularly with Excel. 



Are you getting the most 
out of your Datafile system? 

 
Because Datafile 
is such a very 
flexible product it 
is almost like no 
two implementa-

tions are the same. 
 
However, there are many 
standard features inherent 
in Datafile that can really 
improve the value that it 
can give to your business 
and users of the system. 

Our top ten tips include 
many useful features and 
facilities, such as: 

· F4-select lists 

· Extra search items 

· Alt-L features 

· Keyboard tips 

· Improved debtor chasing 

· Excel pivot table links 

· Using PDF & Email 

To get your FREE copy of 
our  guide “Top Ten Tips for 
Getting the Most our of your 
Datafile System” simply fax 
back the form included with 
this newsletter.  

Getting the most out of your Datafile systems? 

Linking to other software 

We are also working on 
partnership agreements 
with other packages such 
as digital pen solutions, 
postcode lookups, 3rd party 
reporting tools. 
 
Our first such agreement is 
with Intelliscan, a provider 
of digital pen solutions, 
where data captured on a 
paper form can be stored, 
transmitted and transferred 
to your Datafile system. 
Ideal for engineering and 
service work,  application 
forms, time sheets, and 
much more. Please visit 
their website for more info. 
 www.intelliscan.co.uk 

 
 

Datafile is one of the most 
open and flexible products 
available on the market and 
linking your important ac-
counting and management 
data to other applications 
can be a great benefit to 
how you run your business. 

Our open design and flexible  
approach can make integra-
tion with other products very 
easy. 
 
Obvious examples that many 
Datafile users already take 
advantage of are: 
 
· Reports to excel 
· Reports to PDF & Email 
· Word letters 
· Online shop integration 
· XML in/out transactions 
· Scanning documents 
 
Our new CRM also lets you 
store emails against custom-
ers, orders, in fact any  
Datafile records. 

Productivity 
tools that 

can integrate 
easily with 

Datafile 
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“Get a free copy of 
our top 10 tips for 
getting the most out 
of your system”  

 

Datafile Software Limited, 5 Priory Mews, Monks Ferry, Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 5AZ  
Tel 0845 643 2766 Fax 0845 643 2624 Email office@datafile.co.uk  

New www.datafile.co.uk website 

Our brand new website went live in mid 
February as planned. 

We have a bold new colour  scheme and 
style to give Datafile a much more  
professional and dynamic look and feel. 

There is a USER section which includes 
to option to report feedback direct to us 
at Datafile about improvements to the 
systems that you would like to see. 


